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32 INTRODUCTION: CODED GESTURES by Brian Droitcour
For decades, artists have been among the earliest adopters of computer technology, creating a 
rich historical lineage for those experimenting with artificial intelligence today.

 

Justine Emards video Co(M)xistence, 
2018, Features in "AI: Muu Than 

Human" at the Barbiean Art Galiery, 
London. See page 58.
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Adaptable software 
introduced in the 
1990s, including 
Flash and Process-
ing, has sparked a 
creative outpouring 
of democratized 
digital art.
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LURKING IN AN 
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by Matthew Shen 
Goodman
Iran Cheng's intricate 
AI-generated simula-
tions invite a mode 
of engagement that is 
paradoxically 
detached and 
becoming pervasive 
as automation 
redefines work, play, 
and even artistic 
expression.
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artist whose ground-
breaking digital 
work reinvigorated 
geometric abstrac-
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ninety-sixth birthday 
with a special print.

THE SOCIAL 
CONSCIENCE OF 
GENERATIVE ART
by Lindas Caplan

War of computers' 
military applications 
and attuned to the 
politics of techno-
logical development, 
theorist Max Bense 
and artist Gustav 
Metzger offered 
prescient views of 
digital aesthetics in 
the 1950s and '60s.
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BOTS VS. Al
by Matthew
Plummer-Fernandez

While artworks pro-
duced by artificial 
intelligence have 
generated plenty of 
hype, bot art geared 
toward social media 
communities rather 
than the art world is 
a vital, if under-
recognized, outlet for 
machine-driven 
creativity.
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IN THE STUDIO: 
HOLLY HERNDON
with Emily McDermott

The Berlin-based 
musician, whose 
many collaborators 
include a custom Al 
she calls Spawn, 
Diskusses how 
making art with 
digital tools requires 
a nuanced 
understanding of 
technology's ethical 
stakes.

COVER: Sougwen Chung and a robot creating Drawing Operations Unit: Generation 2 (Memory), 2016.
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